Cell biology of bladder development and the role of the extracellular matrix.
The bladder is unique. It is the most distensible organ in the body. If the normal pattern of development is disturbed, the bladder can become dysfunctional and poorly compliant. Renal outcome is intimately linked to bladder function and hence bladder development. In this review we describe our current knowledge of the molecular processes that govern bladder development, with particular emphasis on the role of the extracellular matrix. Finally, we suggest a hypothetical model for bladder development.